THREE   MINOR  CHARACTERS
Ellaline, Miss Ellen Terry. The critic of " The Athenaeum " was fairly satisfied with " The Amber Heart " and praised its interpretation highly. " The story/' he wrote, <c is pretty and fantastic, and forms an imaginative and fairly attractive play. It was admirably mounted, and was acted by Miss Terry as the heroine, Mr. Beerbohm Tree as the false lover, and Mr. E. S. Willard in excellent style. The picture presented by Miss Terry was delightful, and her acting had singular delicacy, refinement, and pathos, and no small measure of power." Mr. William Archer, writing in " The World/' said : " The play is founded on a very thin Gilbert-cum-Musset idea. A poet, with an instinct for stage effect, might have made it interesting enough. As it was Miss Ellen Terry's acting transmuted many passages into poetry, thus confirming Lamb's observation that on the stage ' Banks and Lillo ' can often be made as effective as Shakespeare. Miss Terry has perhaps done nothing more moving 195